Invest in

Stirling offers aquaculture businesses competitive
advantages that are hard to rival anywhere else in the world.

Aquaculture
Aquaculture is the fastest growing agriculture sector in the world and the
global industry is valued at just under £100bn (2012 statistic). This value has
consistently grown in terms of volume, increasing at an average of 8% annually
in the last 20 years. By 2020 the industry value is expected to increase to over
£130bn.
The Institute of Aquaculture at Stirling University
is the top-rated aquaculture research and
training department in the UK, a leading
international centre in their field, and in the top
150 of World University Rankings of schools of
agriculture.
Also found at the university is the Scottish
Aquaculture Innovation Centre which aims
to transform the relationship between
the aquaculture industry and research
communities by connecting people and
providing funding to universities who deliver
applied solutions to industry challenges.
Combined with the research element, Stirling
University produces graduates to support the
sector with Degrees in Aquaculture and Post

Graduate courses in Aquatic veterinary studies,
aquatic food security, sustainable aquaculture
and aquatic pathobiology.
Combining the size of the aquaculture
market with the world class aquaculture
research and innovation facilities on our
doorstep and placing that alongside Stirling’s
existing business infrastructure attributes,
means that Stirling can offer a genuinely
compelling proposition to companies within the
aquaculture sector who wish to innovate and
pioneer new technology for the sector.
If you are a business operating in any of the
areas below then having on the spot access to
Stirling’s internationally renowned aquaculture
expertise can give you a distinct advantage.

Aquaculture
SAIC’s Chief Executive, Heather Jones:

“Stirling is an ideal base for the
Scottish Aquaculture Innovation
Centre. We’re close to Edinburgh
and Glasgow, and within easy
driving distance of many of the
aquaculture businesses we
work with – whether they’re in Oban, Fort William,
Inverness or in the Central Belt.
Our consortium members like the location for
meetings and workshops: it’s more convenient
for businesses’ HQs and operational bases
than Edinburgh or Glasgow would be. And it’s
centrally positioned for academics travelling from
Aberdeen, St Andrews, Oban, Glasgow and
Inverness.
Ronnie Soutar,
MD of Aqualife
Services Ltd said

“Moving our HQ onto
the Stirling University
campus is a major step
in the development
of Aqualife and key to
our strategy of being
leaders and innovators
in farmed fish care. We
already have close ties
with academics in the
university’s Institute
of Aquaculture and
this new base will help
further develop those
links.”

There are other reasons to be based in Stirling
too. The local authority is efficient and responsive,
the people friendly, and the staff at Stirling
University Innovation Park very supportive.

It’s also a great place to live if you like walking,
climbing, mountain-biking or looking at
spectacular Scottish landscapes. We’ve already
managed to persuade three staff members
to relocate here from Canada, England and
Edinburgh!”
Adding to our already compelling offer is the
recently launched Centre for Sustainable Practice
and Living at Stirling University. By combining
world class expertise in sustainability practice with
the wider offer of the Stirling Management School,
the centre is an active hub for innovative research
and education and seeks to facilitate meaningful
collaborations between academia, industry and
the public sector.
Aquaculture is an industry which places
sustainability explicitly at its centre and by
combining the Institute and Innovation Centre,
with the Centre for Sustainable Practice and Living
at Stirling University, Stirling offers competitive
advantages that are hard to rival anywhere else
in the world.
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